Hs an avid observer for more

e e e ]
than thirty years, | love the facl D E E P s KY o B J E c T s

such a splendid objecl have
escaped my nolice for so many

that I can still "discover” new
objects that I have never before

FOURTH OF A SERIES

decades?
Sculptor is a fairly indiscrete

captured in a telescope. My
favorite times of the year to
explore are in the spring and fall
when the humidily is low,
providing greal almospheric

H PLERSANT SURPRISE IN SCULPTOR

By Dr. James Dire, Kauai Educational Association for Science & Astronomy

constellation lying south ol
Aquarius and Cetus. It contains
no stars brighter than 4"
magnitude. Because of its
southern declination, the

transparency, and the nights are

not too frigid. Autu mn nights provide great
views ol many familiar objects like the
Andromeda Galaxy (M31), the Pinwheel
Galaxy (M33) and myriad deep-space
objects throughout Cygnus, Lacerta,

NGC 253, the Sculptor Galaxy. 60-minute expo-
sure by the author using an SBIG ST-2000XCM
CCD camera on a 190mm f5.3 Maksutok-
Newtonian telescope.

Gepheus, Gassiopeia and Perseus.

With all this eye candy al northern
declinations, I never ook the time to explore
[ainter constellations south of the celestial
equaltor. Then one night in October 2009, |
was al my [riend Dave's observalory in
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Grover, NC. Dave has this greal roll-off
observatory and | don’t mean the roof. His
entire structure, literally a single car garage.
rolls down parallel tracks
along a large concrele
slab uncovering a garage
full of astronomical
equipment. While Dave
was readying his 8-inch
Lelescope for some CCD
imaging, 1 popped an
eyepiece into his 12-inch
Dob and started explor-
ing the southern skies
above Lthe treetops. This
| direction happened 1o be
the darkest part of the
sky due Lo lights from a
larger cily Lo his north.
With my eye glued Lo
the Dob’s eyepiece, |
happened across a
magnilicent bright and
large spiral galaxy that 1 had never before
seen. I said "Wow, whal do we have here?!!”
‘ 1L was the galaxy NGC253, otherwise known
| as cither the Sculptor Galaxy or the Silver
| Dollar galaxy. I was in shock. How could
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Sculptor Galaxy never rises 30
degrees above the horizon for anyone living
north of the 35" parallel, although it is
observable throughout the lower 48. For
Lhese reasons. the
constellation never
caught my attention.
What I saw that night

was well wort! wail.
NGG253 is the
largest and brightest
galaxies in skies. [l
shines at 7 enitude.

We see it |

degrees I1

and it spa

hall a deg same
as our M

. skies with an 8-12 inch

spiral structure is evider
galaxy is nol so overly briz
dominales the eyepiec 1
are lound scaltered ar 5
providing great viewing
Hershel, the keen-obss
Herschel, discovered
Galaxy in the fall of 17

The Sculptor Gala
Local Group. of whi
is a member, but |
place it 10 million lig
galaxy is very closs
However, NGC2353 1s reg 2
while our home gala
galaxy. NGC253 1s 1 g 2
the Sculptor Group, the 2 g
door, so o speal

The south galact
conslellation Sculpt S 2
perpendicular to our 2 sk’s obscur-
ing dust, many other ga
“discovered” in this const
after finding NGC253, don’t
opportunity to view the 8% magr
globular cluster NGC288
degrees to the southeast! 3«



