
o ~ an avid obsel've l' fOt' more 
I l lhan Ihil'ly years, 1101'1) Ihe [acl, DEE P SKY 0 B J E C T S 
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such a splendid ob ject have 
cscapmi my notice for so many 
decades') 

ul)jcc l.S [,hat. I ha ve never hefo re 
ca pLuI'cd in a telescope. My 
favOI' il c limns of the year' 1.0 
nxplol'c al'c in the :-;pri llg and fall 
when Ihe humidity is low, 
providing great atmospheric 
t. ransp'II'cll CY. and UIC nights (lI'C 

FOURTH OF A SERIES SculptuI' is a [ail' ly inciiscrete 
cOllslel lalioll lying south of 
Aqual' iu s (IIul Celti s. II contains 
riO slar's hf'i~h lC [ ' lha n 4th 
rn agnil lHlc. Because of it s 
::;OIlt!WI'll dt:clinal.ion. Ih(' 

Sculptor Galaxy nevc l' I' iscs 30 
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1101 1.00 frigid . AULlI mil nights pl'ovidc great, 
views of many familial' objects like tilt: 
Andromeda (;a laxy (M:J I). I,IIC J'inwhecl 
Ga laxy (M:~:_{) and myr'iad dceIH';I)c:l(;e 
objects thl'OllgllOLll, Cygnu s. [.acel'la, 

NGC 253, the Sculptor Galaxy. 60-minute expo· 
sure by the author using an SBtG ST-2000XCM 
CCD camera on a 190mm (5.3 Maksutok· 
Newtonian telescope. 

Cephells. CassiOI)(! ia ;-lild Pel'Sells. 
Wi lh alllhis eye candy ai, norlhern 

dcclinalions. I neVt:i' Look the time to explol'C 
fainl el' consl.ellalions south of the cclcsUal 
cqualol'. Then one night in OcloiJcl' 200!), I 
was at Illy friend Dc:l\fc's observatol'Y in 
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GI'over. NC. Dave has lhis great !'Oil-orr 
ollsf: I'v(l I.OI'Y and [ dOIl'1 mcan 1111: rouf. IIi ::; 
CI1I ire sl l'tICltll'!!. li te l'(lily a ::; ingl(' nIl' garage. 
nllis dUWl1 pal'al l(:II.I'(-I cks 
along a lal'ge COllcrele 
slab uncovcring (I ga rage 
[ull o[ astl'onomical 
elillipmcnl,. While Ilave 
was rcadying his II-inch 
telescope [01' sOllie ce ll 
imaging. I POPI)!'!! an 
eyepiece inlo his 12-i llch 
Doh and SIi:II'lecl explul'­
ing lire sOllthern skies 
ahove I,ire tl'eelops. Tiris 
dil'ection happened 10 be 
Ihe darkest pan o [ lire 
sky lIue to lighl s fl'O lTl a 
lill'/.!e l' city Iu his lIul'lI1 . 

Wil ir my eye gilled 1.0 

lire Iloh·s cyepiece, I 
happened acl'oss a 
Inaglli ficclll. bl'i/.!h l and 
1 i:1I '~( ~ spiral ga laxy Ihal. l haclncv('.[' hf'fure 
scel!. I said "Wow. wha l do we havu hc l'( :,? ~~" 

It was Ihe ga laxy GC2;):3. otlwl'wise kllown 
as eilirel' Ihe SClilplOI' Galaxy 0 1' Ihe Silver 
Ilollal' galaxy. I lVas in shock. 1101V cOlild 

degre('s above Ihe horizon for anyone th ing 
lIol'lh or Ih!' :35"1 pan.llle!. although it is 
obscrva hle 1lII'OIlghollt the lower 48. For 

these I'C;:lsons. the 
cOIl Slellat ion l1e\rr 
caughl. lilY attention. 
What I sa" Ihal oigh l 
was well \\ orth the- \\a iL 

Nr.C253 "nnr o[ Ihe 
largesl and bn_htt'''it 
galaxies in our ... l'''i. It 
shincs al 7 r. _ Iludc. 
We sec iI III - , 
degl'ecs fro -on 
ilnd it span' n drl~ a 
hal [ iI dcgr '<lmc 
as our \1 n I 

Locarlf'lg 'VGC :53 
through an >... 
(inders<ope ~ "'SO' Bera 
Ceti, and ' f"I"K:Ne -~ 

scope 0f'I€- .. ~ 

south 

. ~ kie s wi l h an 8- 12 inch 10'" 

spiral sl 1'lIc\Url: i::; ('\ idrnl 
g;-I laxy is not so oV(, I'I) bn_ 
dominates I,he cycpiccr I 

providing gl'ca l vic\\ 1m. 
il el'shel. Ihe kcrn-ob,pr- - <1~trr<il 

il el'schel. <ii scorcrcd I 
Ga laxy in Ille fall or l ; lJ 

The Sculpl OI' Gala\, 
Loca l GI'OUp, o[" hlch 
is a lIIemiJcr. bUI nOI t 
place iI 10 mi llion 11-. 
galClxy is very c lo~p 10 ... 

ilowcvcl', NGCn3 I' r _ 

while OUI' home galJ ~ 

galaxy. !GC233 I .... lh 
Ihe Sculptor Group, It 
dOOI', so 10 spral.. 

The soulh ga la(11f r r 
conslellalion Scuipi • Th ' 
pel'pencliclilar 10 our _al lk ' ur-
illg elu s!. Ill an~ olht'r _ala\ ... a lO be 
"(lisCOVCl'cd- rn {hi' 10"'1 Ira 
a[LeI' fln(ling )'GC2:i3, don'l 1"'-- n Ihr 
oPPOl'I.unily 10 IICII Ihr 8 ma_n lud~ 
globulat' clustcr , GC288localrol 1.1 
degr'ees to the sOlllhcasl 1 * 


